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We are called to 

support transforma-

tional worship.  So 
what is transforma-
tional worship? 
 

• Transforma-
tional worship is a sound, a note; a melody 
calls you into a deeper sense of kinship with 
those gathered around the altar. 
 

• Transformational worship is a swatch of 
color, a flicker of the candle, the ringing of 
the bell, the sound of silence that reawakens 
the mystery of God deep within your soul. 
 

• Transformational worship is water dripping 
off the brow of the newly baptized, bread-
broken and wine-poured elements of the 
earth that are God’s way of bringing grace 
into your life. 
 

• Transformational worship is the hearing of 
the Word of God, receiving the gift of for-
giveness, exchanging the peace of Christ that 
passes all understanding that reconciles you 
to God, neighbor, and self. 
 

• Transformational worship is an encounter 
with the living God that we, the beloved of 
God, experience as we gather together in 
God’s house. 
 

We support life-giving worship by being open 
to the spirit who calls us, gathers us, and em-
braces us with love.  We tend our worship life 
as people volunteer to be worship leaders, ush-
ers, communion assistants, lectors, greeters, and 
those who serve coffee and answer questions at 
the Information Desk.  As we move out of the 
sanctuary, a sacred place, into the ordinary 
places of our daily lives, the moments and 
words of worship connect to the power of God.  
So that the encounter with the Trinity of Love 
we have in worship sustains us each time we 
leave the Lord’s Table to sit at our kitchen ta-
bles, to work at office tables and tables of the 
market place; we carry Sunday’s worship with 
us. 
 

In A Field Guide for the Missional Congrega-

tion: Embarking on a Journey of Transforma-

tion, authors Rick Rouse and Craig Van Gelder 
reflect on discipleship.  They write, 
“Discipleship is all about helping God’s people 
connect their faith and their gifts with God’s 
mission in the world….the focus of the congre-
gation is on strengthening the community of 
faith for service in God’s mission in the world.”  
Transformational worship is one part of our life 
together where we receive God’s joy that be-
comes our strength to serve others and to sus-
tain our faith. 
 

It is my prayer that each of you has an encoun-
ter with God as you worship.  I pray that you 
are strengthened to be a faith-filled follower of 
the crucified and risen Lord Jesus.  As God, the 
Trinity of Love, transforms you on Sunday, 
may you find the strength to live in love Mon-
day through Saturday. 
 

Grace and strength for your journey, 
Anne 

March at House of Prayer 
 

∗ March 4, 11, 18 and 25 - Wednesday Simple 
Suppers 5:30 and Lenten services 6:45 p.m. 

Anne’s 

Anecdotes 



WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM 
  

One of the goals of the Worship Ministry Team 
is to develop and establish alternative worship 
opportunities and make them more intergenera-
tional. 
 

Just recently, both the children and youth groups 
planned their own service on two different Sun-
days.  They wrote their own speaking parts and 
did their own worship planning.  Both services 
were meaningful for all.  We discovered that 
when we give our children and youth an opportu-
nity to lead, their response far exceeds our ex-
pectation.  Our thanks are extended to Stefanie 
Fiser, Kristin Tranby, and all the children who 
were a part of these services.  We hope there will 
be more of these experiences for all of us as we 
attempt to establish a sense of ownership among 
all members of our congregation. 
 

As we develop alternative worship opportunities, 
a gift has been made available to our team to 
purchase three books: A Music Guide for ELW, 

A Simple Guitar Accompaniment for the ELW, 

and Simple Keyboard.  We hope these books will 
help us celebrate and express our faith in more 
global ways. 
 

We were impressed with the two opportunities 
for worship experiences provided by the youth 
and look forward to the development of alterna-
tive worship opportunities.  If you have the de-
sire to be a part of existing or new worship ex-
periences, please contact any member of the 
Worship Ministry Team. 
 

Gretchen Swenson 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

The Outreach Ministry Team is in a good mood.  
Why, you ask?  Well, it is because we have been 
spending time in the last few meetings discuss-
ing where we should be spending some of the 
benevolence monies that you have so graciously 
been giving to the church. 
 

In the past we have given monies to VEAP, 
SHAPE through our RIPPLE fund, ELCA 
World Hunger and their Missionary Fund, 
Simpson Shelter, and Loaves and Fishes.  Con-
gregation members also spend time serving at 
Loaves and Fishes, Habitat for Humanity, and 
Luther Park, to name some but not all. 
 

We also would like your help.  As we look at 
our possibilities, we would like to know from 
you if there are other organizations we should 
consider assisting.  We are always open to the 
congregation’s input because it is your money 
that is used for these endeavors.  Please feel 
free to drop a note in the church office in the 
Outreach box, and we will look at and consider 
all requests.  Also, take a few minutes on Sun-
day morning to look at the HOPE bulletin 
board on the north wall of the Narthex.  It has 
several thank-you letters in response to your 
kindness. 
 

Outreach Ministry Team 
Steve Johnson 

March is Minnesota Food Share Month.  Gro-
cery bags with shopping lists attached will be 
handed out during the month.  Come one, 
come all, and take several. 
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Ministry Teams 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

Volunteers are needed for the 2009 ELCA 
Church-wide Assembly.  Save the dates Au-
gust 17 to 23 for this gathering.  It will be held 
at the Minneapolis Convention Center.  Over 
1,000 volunteers will be needed. 
 
More information will be provided in the com-
ing months, including how to sign up to help 
with this event. 



have that be the “ground of our being.” 
 

May the God of peace that passes all understand-
ing wrap your hearts in love, ground your souls 
in peace, and give you the ability to live each 
new day in love and hope……… 
 
Chuck 
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We are entering Lent, the 
traditional season of the 
church year for reflec-
tion, contemplation, and 
other spiritual disciplines.  
We begin this season 
with Ash Wednesday, 

and continue in Lent until the Celebration of 
Easter, with the journey intensifying through 
Holy Week. 
 

This year, as we live through the Lenten journey, 
our Wednesday evening services will be centered 
on Handel’s Messiah.  Anne and Phil and Stefa-
nie will be educating us on the biblical and musi-
cal intricacies of that monumental piece of work, 
a time focused for reflection and contemplation 
on major themes in the music and the season, 
especially enlightened by the theme of “Behold 
the Lamb.”  Also provided will be the opportu-
nity to join the choir in the triumphal singing of 
the “Hallelujah Chorus” on Easter. 
 

Sundays during Lent will be focused on the tra-
ditional lectionary scripture of the season.  On 
Ash Wednesday we’ll begin with the call from 
God through the prophet Isaiah to, “Seek the 
Lord while he may be found, call upon him 
while he is near; let the wicked forsake their 
way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them 
return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly par-
don.”  It’s the call to become reflective with the 
grace of God as the core.  The challenge is to 
find ways in the practical world of everyday life 
to live differently because God is our god.  It’s 
not a time for “guilt and gnashing of teeth,” but 
of contemplation on how we respond to the real-
ity of a “God who is in everything and every-
thing in God.” 
 

I hope that, as the Lenten journey progresses, we 
can all find the time and energy to become aware 
of where it is we as individuals and as a commu-
nity find the reality of God, finding new ways to 

Reflections 

and Directions 

“GOTTA KEEP SINGING” 
 

The Minneapolis Commodores are presenting 
their 62nd Annual Show in the Benson Great Hall 
at Bethel University on March 21, 2009, at 3:00 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  The program provides nos-
talgic glimpses of the past with the Gay Nineties 
and the Roadrunners, their current chapter 
quartets.  The program will also provide a long 
look at the present, featuring the Commodore 
Chorus under the direction of Paul Wigley.  
Ticket prices are $15, $18 and $20.  Group dis-
counts are available.  Contact Carl or Diana Pi-
nard at 612-927-9363, or by e-mail at japi-
nard@aol.com. 

SOCIAL SENIORS 
 

The Social Seniors have planned an interesting 
program on Thursday, March 26, at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Parish Hall.  Darlene Clausen, a member of 
the House of Prayer Heritage Team, will show 
pictures that have been collected by the Heritage 
Team.  The computer presentation is about 45 
minutes.  You will enjoy revisiting House of 
Prayer's past history and its people from 1953 to 
2008. 
 

Following the presentation, we will serve bars 
and coffee.  All members of House of Prayer are 
invited to join the Social Seniors for this activ-
ity.  We are sure that you will enjoy these pic-
tures and appreciate all the effort that this group 
has put into this project. 
 

Sign up at the Information Desk so we can know 
how much dessert to bring and coffee to make.  
If you have any questions, contact Dorothy 
Bjurman at 612-866-5932, or Betty Henrickson 
at 612-866-8639. 



Children’s Ministry 
 

First Communion classes start on March 1 and 
continue on Sunday mornings throughout the 
season of Lent.  We will meet in Parish Hall at 
10:10 a.m. each Sunday.  Please be on time!  
There is a lot of material to cover.  The decision 
has been made to open up First Communion 
classes to third, fourth, and fifth graders who feel 
they are ready to participate in the Lord’s Sup-
per.  The Seder Dinner will take place on Thurs-
day, April 9, and the First Communion will be 
celebrated during the Maundy Thursday service 
that night. 
 

CLICK (Cool, Loud, Incredible, Christian Kids!) 
will be going to Grand Slam on Friday, March 6, 

from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Permission forms are 
available on the Sunday School bulletin board.  
The cost is $15. 
 

Youth Ministry 
 

God Squad During Lent 
 

During the season of Lent, God Squad will be a 
shortened gathering from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. on 
Wednesday nights, followed by worship.  We 
will be doing a Bible study that uses clips from 
modern movies (Amistad, Blood Diamond, and 

Hotel Rwanda, to name a few) 
 

March S.L.A.M. 
 

On Saturday, March 14, from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m., we will be serving Bridging, Inc., which 
serves families who are in transition.  We will be 
helping sort donations and organize the ware-
house.  Forms are due by Wednesday, March 11. 
 

Anyone in grades 8 to 12 is invited to Vertical 
Endeavors to do some indoor rock climbing on 
March 28.  We will meet at House of Prayer at 
12:30 p.m. to head to the St. Paul site.  We will 
be climbing for a few hours and then head back 
to House of Prayer by 5:00 p.m.  Forms and 
money ($17) are due to Laura by Wednesday, 

March 25. 
 

Senior High Mission Trip 
 

The next mission trip meeting is on March 8, fol-
lowing the 10:30 a.m. service.  This is a very im-
portant meeting! 
 

Mission Trip Sunday 
 

Mission trip youth will be leading both the 8:00 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services on Sunday, March 
22, serving in roles as lectors, ushers, greeters, 
etc.  
 
The congregation can show their continued sup-
port in the following ways: 
 

• Starting on Sunday, March 8, members of the 
congregation and community who have a pro-
ject that requires some extra hands, or who 
could just use some help around the house or 
yard will fill out a form.  Youth will be con-
tacted to complete the task.  Once the task is 
completed, the person who filled out the form 
will be asked to give a free-will donation. 

 

• Mission Trip Stock:  We will begin selling 
‘stock’ for the San Francisco mission trip on 
Mission Trip Sunday.  Members of the con-
gregation will be invited to a post-mission trip 
coffee and treat session, where we will share 
our stories and pictures of the trip. 

 

Thank You! 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped out with the Val-
entine’s Dinner and Silent Auction.  It was a 
really great event, and it wouldn’t have gone as 
well without the help of the mission trip partici-
pants, all the congregation members who donated 
baskets to the silent auction, and the people who 
attended the event.  A special thank you goes out 
to Steve Pierson and Mujo Saulic, who worked 
hard all day in the kitchen and added the special 
touch. 
 
Family Ministry 
 

The Lenten mentoring program has begun!  If you 
are a mentor, THANK YOU!  Mentoring is such 
a great way for the youth to connect to the adult 
members of the congregation.  If you know indi-
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Children, Youth and Family 

Ministry 



viduals who are mentors, please pat them on the 
back and buy them an extra donut on Sunday! 
 

Blessings to you! 
Kristin Tranby and Laura Gorton 

tions: 
 

• Mr. and Mrs. George Kline of their daughter 
Jennifer’s 1963-1964 Cherub Choir Hymns 
booklet.  This 19-song booklet was hand-
made by Marian Bingea for each Cherub 
Choir member and listed the date each song 
was to be performed.  After the child memo-
rized each song, the parent would sign and 
date the accomplishment. 

 

• Helen Anderson’s daughter’s stewardship 
note circa 1983 when members received a 
dollar attached to a note symbolizing all that 
God has freely given and invested in each 
person with the question, “Will you give as 
freely as you received?” 

 

• Marianne Lind’s donation of 1983 Confirma-
tion invitation to Affirmation of Baptism. 

 

• Clarice Anderson’s donation of pictures, 
newspaper clippings, and bulletins pertaining 
to nursery/pre-school’s beginning years to 
the 25th anniversary in 1991 and recognition 
of Alice Kottom; and of those pertaining to 
Pastor and Mrs. Bingea’s 40th wedding anni-
versary, Pastor Bingea’s 40th ordination anni-
versary, and his 1996 obituary and funeral 
service bulletin. 

 

• Loretta Root’s donation of “Organ Dedica-
tion Program” and napkin from 1968 and 
“Historical Diary of Significant Events” bro-
chure from 1978, the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of House of Prayer. 

 

• Laura Baldwin’s donation of the “Pray & 
Grow” 30th anniversary brochure and “We 
Invite You” brochure circa 1982. 

 

• An anonymous donation of Lenten bulletins 
and schedules from various years 1973 to 
1990. 

 

The Heritage Team has a mail slot in the church 
office if you have any items you wish to share.  
We can scan and return items to you if you 
would like them returned; please mark them with 
your name and any information about the item.  
Contact Darlene Clauson at 612-869-7019, or e-
mail dclauson@usfamily.net if you have any 
questions. 
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HERITAGE TEAM NEWS 
 

The Heritage Team’s first display in the Narthex 
includes the 1953 invitation to attend the newly-
established church, Charter Member signature 
book, and artist sketch of proposed building 
from the early days (1953-1963) of our church 
history.  Ruth Nordholm deserves much credit 
for her artistic and creative ability in arranging 
the display and for stepping forward and fitting 
in time to make the display happen.  We appreci-
ate Ruth’s efforts! 
 

Team 
mem-
bers 
are 
dili-
gently 
work-
ing to 
organ-
ize, 
scan, 
and 

inventory artifacts, pictures, documents, bro-
chures, and other items pertaining to House of 
Prayer’s history.  Special appreciation goes to 
Marcella Fossen for many hours sorting and 
identifying new member lists and pictures – an 
enormous task to which Marcella has given sig-
nificant dedication and perseverance.  We are 
grateful to all those who have gone before us and 
recognized the importance of keeping and re-
cording important activities and events.  Our 
goal is to honor and preserve the many contribu-
tions of individuals who so generously and gra-
ciously have given to House of Prayer Lutheran 
Church. 
 

Many thanks to those who have loaned and 
given treasures that will be added to the collec-
tion that we are beginning to inventory.  We 
thank the following people for recent contribu-



You Can Sing Händel’s Messiah! 
 
As mentioned in a prior edition of Hi-Lines, any-
one who has always wanted to sing something 
from this musical masterpiece will now have the 
chance.  During the Adult Education sessions 
throughout Lent, we will be focusing on the mu-
sic of Messiah and how it makes its biblical texts 
come to life.  As part of those sessions we will 
be learning about and rehearsing two movements 
from the piece: the stirring “Surely He Hath 
Borne Our Griefs” and the “Hallelujah Cho-
rus” (perhaps you’ve heard it…).  We will then 
sing “Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs” in wor-
ship at the 10:30 a.m. service on March 29 and 
the “Hallelujah Chorus” on Easter, April 12. The 
plan for Sundays in Lent beginning March 1 is 
for the Adult Education sessions to begin at the 
usual time of 9:15 a.m., with the musical re-
hearsals to begin each Sunday at 9:40 a.m. and 
go for about 20 minutes. Any and all interested 
people of ALL ages are welcome to lend your 
voice to what promises to be a truly magical 
House of Prayer community event. 
 

Visiting Choir in Worship 
 

The high school choir from Dumant, Iowa will 
be offering music ministry at both services on 
March 15.  They will be on a tour and are look-
ing forward to singing in worship in our wonder-
ful space before heading to the Mall of America.  
Please be prepared to offer them our usual warm 
hospitality and enjoy their music that day! 
 

Choir Concert at House of Prayer 
 

The choir from Cherry Creek High School in 
Colorado is touring the area and will give a con-
cert in our sanctuary on Friday, March 20, at 
7:30 p.m.  This is a choir with a truly out-
standing reputation and is historically regarded 
as one of the finest high school choirs in the 
country.  It happens to be the alma mater of a 
certain Director of Children’s music at House of 
Prayer.  If you are interested in hearing some ter-
rific choral music, please make a point of com-

ing to the concert and representing House of 
Prayer in your support of young people using 
their skill to the highest artistic degree. 
 

Phil Mennicke 
Director of Music 
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Music Department Notes 

Financial Update 
 

Through the second quarter of the 2008-09 fiscal 
year, House of Prayer’s financial situation, or 
Mission Vision, continues to improve.  Through 
your generosity and trust in the Mission executed 
by the ministry leaders, our church is on target to 
end the year at break-even. 
 

Receipts for the quarter are above budget by 
about $16,000.  Pledged giving is about right on 
budget, with about 30% of families even with 
their pledge, 30% behind on their pledge, and 
30% giving more than pledged.  Therefore, all of 
the increase is due to other activities, such as in-
surance payments from the recent break-in, 
rental payments, and debt reduction. 
 

On the expense side we remain below budget by 
about $26,600.  About 65% of the favorability 
comes from Support Ministry Team items, such 
as utilities.  The remainder is due to the staff’s 
and ministry teams’ careful management of their 
budgets for programs and supplies.  Some bills 
from January were received late and paid in Feb-
ruary, so a few thousand of the favorability will 
be reduced.  But it is still good news. 
 

The cash flow situation has improved some also.  
Much of the $25,000 net you see below has been 
used to pay down the $28,000 borrowed last year 
in June to meet payroll and bills when giving 
decreased.  The balance remaining is now only 
$3,400 and our intent is to pay this off by the end 
of the year. 
 

House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
 July 2008 – January 2009 

 Actual Budget Difference 
Receipts $365,500 $349,301 $  16,199 
Expenses   340,212   366,814    (26,602) 
Net $  25,288 $ (17,513) 
 

The approved 2008-09 budget had a $22,000 



Has the economy been on your mind more than 
usual lately?  Probably so, but hopefully not 
because you have lost a job, experienced fund 
losses that you need now for retirement, or are 
struggling to keep your home.  If you are ex-
periencing such critical events, please contact 
Pastors Chuck or Anne; the House of Prayer 
community can offer support! 
 

Given the focus on the worldwide economic 
situation, I thought it would be good to give you 
a brief “State of House of Prayer” report.  It will 
hopefully lift your spirit! 
 

A year ago we experienced a reduction in giv-
ing, starting in January.  Prior to that month we 
were doing well, income almost to budget target 
and expenses lower than budget.  We never 
could figure out why the giving downturn hap-
pened but it “corrected itself” by the end of the 
fiscal year in June 2008. 
 

Through February’s second Sunday, giving has 
been within a couple percentage points of our 
budget.  Some have had to understandably re-
duce giving, but others are giving more than 
pledged!  Staff and ministry teams continue to 
spend frugally.  We’re in pretty good shape! 
 

I belong to a church administrator group and 
hear stories of people being laid off in quite a 
few Twin City churches.  I hear of churches that 
need to conduct special appeals or even to bor-
row money.  Three years ago House of Prayer 
had internally borrowed as much money as 
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available from funds that had been given for spe-
cial purposes but not yet needed.  The Budget 
and Finance Team is happy to say that we have 
been steadily paying those funds back except for 
a setback during the downturn a year ago.  See 
the financial update in this issue of Hi-Lines for 
more details. 
 

I was born in 1945 and grew up in a home that 
had learned to be financially responsible in large 
part because of the lessons of the Great Depres-
sion.  Saving for a rainy day and spending wisely 
still guide my personal finances.  The Budget 
and Finance Team’s efforts also work in that di-
rection. 
 

All of these efforts are designed to help ministry 
teams and staff fulfill House of Prayer’s mission 
to serve God in our community and world.  Our 
rather new governance model of involving many 
more members in that mission has been a won-
derful success.  The laborers in God’s vineyard 
are many, skilled, dedicated, and genuine.  

Thank you!! 
 

The current budget did not provide raises for 
pastors and staff.  As the budget process pro-
ceeds, based on faith, House of Prayer will once 
again decide what projected giving can support.  
We hope and pray that God will guide us to 
make the best use of the gifts given to us and to 
spend them, talent and financial, in a manner that 
will keep generating the enthusiasm we’ve been 
experiencing in recent years! 
 

A Bible verse came to mind as I was thinking 
about writing this article.  I offer it from mem-
ory, dating back to “memorizing for Confirma-
tion classes!” as a reminder of God’s love and 
caring for us.  Trust in the Lord with all your 

soul and might and lean not on your own under-

standing.  In all your ways acknowledge Him 

and He will direct your path. 
 

Jon Oleson 
Director of Administration 

Administration Report 

deficit.  We can’t spend more than we receive.  
However, unlike last year, the deficit is cur-
rently being balanced by both an increase in re-
ceipts and a reduction in expenses. 
 

Thank you for your trust in House of Prayer’s 
leaders!  Your generosity and faith in House of 
Prayer’s ministry and team leaders continues to 
sustain and support us as we execute the plans 
presented to the congregation last March and as 
we create the vision for our future. 



House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
7625 Chicago Avenue South 
Richfield, MN  55423 
(612) 866-8471 
E-mail:  office@house-of-prayer.com 
Website:  www.house-of-prayer.com 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Couples Date 
 

Steenson, David and Karen 3/28/1964 
 

FUNERALS 
Deceased Date Funeral 
 

Trudy Johnson 1/24/2009 1/28/2009 
Lois Clara Ripley  2/14/2009 2/20/2009 
 

BAPTISMS 
 

Name  Jack Cortland Martin  
Baptized: 2/15/2009  
Parents: William and Amy (Baker) Martin  
Sponsors: Jodie Baker, Ellrey Carlson  

March 2009 Wednesday Evening Lenten 
Themes and Texts 
 

Date Theme/Text 
March 4 He Trusted God  
  Psalm 22 
March 11 Who Is The King of Glory? 
  Psalm 24 
March 18 I Know My Redeemer Liveth 
  Job 19: 25-26; Corinthians 15: 20-22 and 51-
 57; Romans 8: 34 
March 25 Why Do the Nations Rage? 
  Psalm 46 

Milestones 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

It is time to order flowers for the Sanctuary Easter Garden 
2009!  Look for order forms in the worship bulletins dur-
ing Lent.  The last day to turn in order forms for Easter 
flowers is Wednesday, April 1. 


